
Team NCPS: Building a Stronger and Smarter School Division 

From the desk of the superintendent: 

     Greetings Nottoway County Public Schools Stakeholders! Looking back on my first year as 
superintendent of Nottoway County Public Schools, I am very proud of everything we have 
accomplished as a school community. Because of the support from our School Board and 
citizens, our schools are stronger and our students are smarter. This past week state school 
accreditation ratings were released, and it confirmed the strength of our school division and the 
level of quality instruction we provide.  As expected, five of six (83%) of our schools were Fully 
Accredited last year! We began the school year with three of six (50%) of our schools Fully 
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Dates to 
Remember 

Free Flu Shots given 
to Adults over 18 
years old @ NHS 
given by VA Dept. 
of Health Oct 4th 

Wall of Fame 
Induction 
Ceremony Oct 6th  

Principal’s Meeting 
@ CPS on Oct 10 

Student Advisory 
Meeting on Oct 10 

End of 1st 9 weeks 
on Oct 11 

SAC and TAC on 
Oct 11 

Community 
Advisory Council 
Meeting on Oct 12

ABIGAIL VAN BUREN 
“If you want children to 

keep their feet on the 
ground, put some 
responsibility on their 
shoulders 

1
Booker T. Washington 

“Few things help an 
individual more than to place 
responsibility upon him, and to 
let him know that you trust 
him.”  

2
Unknown Author 
”I must do something” 

always solves more 
problems than, “Something 
must be done.”  
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Accredited.  That is a 33% increase division wide, and the 83% 
percent Full Accreditation rate is statistically consistent with the 
state average of 86%. This SOL data also showed that our 
school division is well positioned for the future as we continue 
to make bold educationally-based decisions that are good for 
students. 

Looking forward, I expect the 2017-2018 school year to be 
even more successful because of our solid foundation.  The 
division will continue to build on the five pillars of educational 
support that includes:  

1. Academic Excellence: We will increase the rigor and
quality of teaching while decreasing achievement gaps. 

2. Character Development: We will teach moral values such as
respect and honesty through character education programs. 

3. Leadership Development: We will tap into the leadership qualities of students, teachers, and staff. 

4. Parental Empowerment: We will increase parental involvement through communication. 

5. Community Partnerships: We will respond to the needs of the community and build solid relationships. 

As you can see, cooperation and communication among teachers, parents, and students is the key to high student 
achievement. Therefore, I encourage your continued involvement with the school community and welcome your suggestions and 
comments. You can reach me at berry.rodney@nottowayschools.org. By working together towards a common goal, we will 
provide a robust educational environment for our students and all residents of Nottoway County. Thank you for your continued 
support! 

Mission Statement: Nottoway County Public Schools aspires to provide opportunities for students to enjoy 
life, contribute to others’ well being, and become responsible, productive citizens in a global community.  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Parents As Partners 
Parenting Tips for Helping your Child with Homework:  

1. Create a Healthy Environment Geared Towards Your Child.

2. Pick a Time to do Homework Everyday and Stick To It.

3. Don't Let Them Overwhelm Themselves.

4. Get On Top of the Situation Before There Is a Problem

5. Get Help (Tutors) if needed.

Taken from About.com:Teens  

mailto:berry.rodney@nottowayschools.org
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What’s Happening in the Classroom 

3rd grader Kaylie C.’s colorful artwork stood out among the judges during this year's Blackstone Arts & 
Crafts Festival Youth Art Exhibition earlier in September.  Congratulations, Kaylie! 

We held a partner meeting at NMS for the 21st Century Grant program.  NMS was awarded the grant for 
the next 3 years! 

8th grade students working in Ms. Baldwin's Civics & Economics class have been studying the Bill of 
Rights constitutional protections this week. Pictured are several student groups completing a rotating 
station activity where each scenario presented a real-world violation of rights.  The students had to work 
together to identify the problem and the amendment that offers protection in those situations. Knowing 
their rights (and the rights of others) will not only be valuable information for the SOL test, it will afford them 
valuable life lessons as responsible citizens.  
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On Thursday, September 28, Gayle Covington, Financial Aid Admissions Officer at Longwood University, 
conducted a Financial Aid Workshop for the seniors and their parents/guardians.  The parents learned 
about the process of applying for Financial Aid for college.  This process can be daunting, but Gayle 
appeared to alleviate some initial parent/guardian concerns!! 

"I've graduated! Now what?" - NHS seniors meeting with NHS School Counselors for post graduation 
planning 

Nottoway High School will be entering into a partnership with Hampden-Sydney College’s Southside 
Achievers Guaranteed Admissions (SAGA) program. The program guarantees admission to Hampden-
Sydney College to male students who achieves a cumulative GPA of at least 3.3 and 1100 on SAT. Not only 
are these students guaranteed admission, but they will receive at least $12,000.00 in academic grants to 
assist with tuition and fees! 
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Longwood University basketball team came to talk about how reading is very important in our children's 
life and if you read how far you will get in life so never give up! 

Ms. Ott's class had a party to celebrate the completion of their first read aloud chapter book entitled, 
"Because of Winn-Dixie" by Kate Di Camillo. The students prepared a meal similar to the one they read 
about. 
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Nottoway County Public Schools 

“Building Upon Five Pillars of School Support” 

1. Academic Excellence (We will in- crease the rigor and quality of teaching, while
decreasing achievement gaps)

2. Character Development (We will teach moral values such as respect and honesty
through character education programs)

3. Leadership Development (We will tap into the leadership qualities of students,
teachers, and staff)

4. Parental Empowerment (We will in- crease parental involvement)

5. Community Partnership (We will respond to the needs of the community and build
solid relationships)

School Board Office Address: PO Box 47 
10321 E. Colonial Trail Hwy. Nottoway , VA 23955 

Phone: 434-645-9596 

Fax: 434-645-1266 Superintendent’s 
E-mail: berry.rodney@nottowayschools.org 
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Cougars on the Prowl! 
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